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 The November Advocacy Communicator reported on 
concerns about a potential fiscal cliff for California 
schools in coming years when one-time federal funding 
runs out and school enrollment drops. 
 The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office paints a 
much rosier picture in a report released on November 17. 
The projected growth in education funding over the next 
several years is “extraordinary,” according to the report’s 
author Ken Kapphahn.  
 By 2022-23, schools and community colleges can 
expect Prop. 98 funding that is $20 billion higher than the 
current school year, with 88 percent of that funding going 
to K-12 education. 
 About half of that increase is due to the fact that the 
governor and legislature underestimated tax revenues for 
the current fiscal year by about $10 billion. That amount 
can now be kicked over to the next year. Despite the on-
going pandemic, California’s economy continues to grow 
and tax revenues have increased by 60 percent since 
2019, leading to an anticipated state surplus of $31 billion 
by 2022-23.  
 Prop. 98, passed by voters in 1988, requires the state 
to spend a certain percentage of its budget on K-12 
schools and community colleges. The amount allocated 
each year is determined by one of three ‘tests’ (formulas), 
which are based on tax revenues, school attendance and 
per capita personal income. The LAO expects Test 1, 

which allocates 40 percent of the state budget to K-12 
schools and community colleges, to be in effect through 
the 2025-26 fiscal year. The Prop. 98 guarantee will in-
crease by $18.6 billion. 
 The LAO predicts there will be 170,000 fewer K-12 
students by 2025-26, due to declines in the school age 
population. This will be offset by the addition of 230,000 
children in the state’s new universal Transitional Kinder-
garten program and the return of about 140,000 students 
who failed to attend school during the pandemic lock-
down. By 2025-26, student numbers will be slightly high-
er than they were before the pandemic, the LAO esti-
mates. 
 Individual school districts may experience drops in 
funding based on attendance, but the state must still allo-
cate the Prop.98 funding and could use it to increase  
spending through the Local Control Funding Formula. 
 Some of the funding will have to go to contributions 
to the state pension system and cost of living increases, 
but plenty will remain for schools. In addition, there is 
$23 billion in federal pandemic-related money that 
schools must spend by September 2024. So far, only 15 
percent of that has been used. 
 What to do with all that extra money? The LAO rec-
ommends that the legislature build upon existing initia-
tives, improve services in targeted ways and/or address 
historical funding disparities. Specifically, the LAO sug-
gests: 
 Allocating more money to a new state effort to pro-

vide additional education programs before and after 
school and during the summer. 

 Providing more funding per student through the Local 
Control Funding Formula. 

 Upgrading special education programs. 

The 27th Annual Report 
on the Conditions of Chil-
dren in Orange County 
was released last month 
by the Orange County 
Social Services Agency. 
 

The report covers the 
areas of good health, 
economic well-being, ed-
ucational achievement 
and safe homes and com-
munities. Much of the 
information is broken 
down by city or school 
district.  
 

There is also a special report on the impact of Covid-19 
on our children. 
 

You can read the report here. 

Annual report on OC children is out 

https://capta.org/programs-events/legislation-conference/
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4473
https://ssa.ocgov.com/sites/ssa/files/2021-11/27th%20Annual%20Conditions%20of%20Children_With%20Supplemental%20Tables_0.pdf
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Improvements suggested for Local Control Funding Formula 

 California State PTA issued the following statement 
in response to Gov. Newsom’s announcement of a new 
vaccination mandate for students and school employees, 
which is expected to go into effect by July 1, 2022. 
 “California State PTA supports the use of vaccines to 
protect the health and safety of children and families 
across California. The state of California has required stu-
dent vaccinations in public schools for years and PTA has 
long-held positions on vaccine requirements to protect our 
most vulnerable children. 
  “Vaccination is an important tool to ensure our 
schools remain open for in-person instruction while pro-
tecting the health and safety of our students, staff, and 
entire communities. 
  “Throughout the pandemic, California State PTA has 
been working with state leaders including the California 
Surgeon General, the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, the California Education Coalition, and various equi-
ty groups to advocate for children and families – and we 
will continue to do so. We look forward to working with 
parents and families, the governor, and policymakers to 
ensure students and families are involved in the rollout of 
this new regulation.” 

 Join the California State PTA Legislation Team for 
an informational briefing, followed by an opportunity to 
speak with Legislation Team members in small group 
settings to ask questions and discuss effective ways to 
advocate at your school, district, and greater community, 
during office hour. 
 The briefing and office hour will take place on a se-
lect Tuesday each month at 7 p.m. The dates are:  
 December 14 
 January 18 
 February 15 
 March 15 
 April 19 
 May 24 
 To register to join the monthly advocacy briefing and 
office hour zoom meetings click here. 
 Click here to watch the recording of the November 16 
virtual briefing. 

Save the Date 

Fourth District PTA Advocacy Forum 
Friday, January 21  

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

What is LCFF? 
 

 The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) is a 
simplified funding system established in 2013. Under 
LCFF, every school district receives a per-pupil base 
grant, with differing amounts for the grade levels of the 
students served. Districts receive supplemental 
grants for each student who is an English learner, low-
income or in foster care. (Children in more than one 
category are counted once.) Districts with more than 
55 percent of students in those at-risk categories re-
ceive an additional concentration grant amount for 
each student over the 55 percent threshold. 
 School districts decide how to spend the funding, 
but they must describe their plans by developing Local 
Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs) with input 
from staff, parents and the community. 
 Almost 90 percent of state funding for schools 
comes through LCFF. The other 10 percent is funding 
that can only be used for specific purposes such as 
special education, after-school programs, home-to-
school transportation and school lunches. 

 The Local Control Funding Formula, California’s 8-
year-old system for allocating education funding among 
school districts, has led to improved test scores and grad-
uation rates, especially in districts that receive the most 
funding. LCFF has also led to greater equity in how these 
funds are distributed. 
 However, only 55 cents of every dollar of additional 
funding for high-needs students is spent at the school that 
generates the funding. Many districts with large numbers 
of high-needs students, but not enough to qualify for a 
concentration grant, get considerably less funding. 
 These are some of the findings of a recent report by 
the nonpartisan Public Policy Institute of California.  
 The report also found that high-needs schools gener-
ally rely on less-experienced staff, a practice that pre-
dates LCFF. Additional funding and incentives should be 
provided to allow districts to hire and retain qualified 
staff in these schools. 
 The report makes the following recommendations to 
improve LCFF: 
 Improve tracking and transparency of funding for 

high-needs students, down to the school site level. 
 Provide concentration grants based on individual 

school site needs, rather than district-wide. 
(However, policymakers need to ensure that this will 

CAPTA statement on vaccine mandates 

not encourage districts to segregate schools to in-
crease funding levels.) 

 Increase supplemental grants and/or lower the thresh-
old for concentration grants to provide more funding 
for high needs students across the state. 

CAPTA briefings and office hours 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvcOyhrDsjEt36lG_9-AH4tXHQmsxy3rHT
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/AfbRRrlAPZ5GDYue_20RUwHnXyxku2HlGKWbsTXWfS-chu45l6zPwdxeqlPPllj49kiQ5FhtkUCamsGw.x-Hy6cJzn_G_zWY6?startTime=1637117964000&_x_zm_rtaid=uEm0va8VTVa0kZwLtwwBqw.1637171241890.13e5c7cacf0bb7b3c9287b83e74daf69&_x_zm_rhtaid=939
https://www.ppic.org/publication/targeted-k-12-funding-and-student-outcomes/?utm_source=ppic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=epub

